
ESTATE PLANNING & LEGACY GIVING 
 

Johnson Ferry Baptist Church 
 

We exist to help people find truth, belonging, and purpose in Jesus. 
 

Please contact us if you're considering including Johnson Ferry in your estate plans. 
 
Estate planning allows you to create a lasting legacy that helps people find truth, belonging, and purpose in Jesus for 
generations to come. Through legacy giving, you ensure the Gospel continues going forth long after your lifetime—
through our church, into our community, and around the world. 
 
Wills and Trusts 
The most common way to include Johnson Ferry in your estate plans is through a bequest in your will or 
trust. 
 
Types of bequests: 

• Specific dollar amount (e.g., "I give $50,000...") 
• Percentage of estate (e.g., "I give 10% of my estate...") 
• Specific asset (real estate or securities) 
• Residuary bequest (what remains after other bequests) 

 
Sample bequest language for your attorney: 
"I give [amount/percentage/asset/residue] to Johnson Ferry Baptist Church, Marietta, Georgia, Federal 
Tax ID: [Contact us for Tax ID], to be used for its general purposes." 
 
Retirement Account Beneficiary Designations 
IRAs and 401(k)s can face significant taxation when passed to heirs (potentially 40-50% or more). By 
naming Johnson Ferry as a beneficiary, the full value advances the mission tax-free. 
 
Why retirement accounts make excellent legacy gifts: 

• Highly taxed to heirs, but tax-free to charities 
• Preserves other assets for family members 
• Simple to arrange (beneficiary form change) 

 
How to designate Johnson Ferry: 

1. Contact your IRA custodian or 401(k) administrator 
2. Request a change of beneficiary form 
3. Name Johnson Ferry Baptist Church as beneficiary 
4. Return completed form 
5. Notify Joe Shadden at joe.shadden@jfbc.org 

 
Beneficiary information for your forms: 
Legal Name: Johnson Ferry Baptist Church 
Address: 955 Johnson Ferry Road, Marietta, GA 30068 
Federal Tax ID: [Contact Joe Shadden] 
  



Why Include Johnson Ferry? 
• Create a lasting legacy for Gospel ministry 
• Potentially reduce or eliminate estate taxes 
• Make a larger gift than possible during lifetime 
• Maintain flexibility (can be changed if needed) 
• Ensure Gospel continues advancing for generations 

 
"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in 

and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven." 
Matthew 6:19-20 

 
Next Steps 
We understand that estate planning decisions are significant and personal. We're here to answer questions, 
share our vision, and help you create a legacy that honors God and advances His mission. 
 
Contact us to discuss: 

• Including Johnson Ferry in your will or trust 
• Naming Johnson Ferry as retirement account beneficiary 
• Other creative legacy giving options 
• How your gift will advance the mission 

 
Joe Shadden 
Senior Director of Finance 
joe.shadden@jfbc.org 
770.973.6561 
955 Johnson Ferry Road, Marietta, GA 30068 

 
All conversations are confidential with no obligation. 

 
Johnson Ferry Baptist Church does not provide legal, tax, or financial advice. We strongly recommend 
consulting with your attorney, CPA, or financial advisor before making any estate planning decisions. 


